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What the Non-Human’s Offspring in Heterogeneous Marriage Stories
and Miracle Birth Stories Tell Us:
Deification, Separation, and Live Together
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Abstract

Since time immemorial, stories of the relationship between humans and non-humans (Igyo, Irui) have permeated

myth and folklore. These tales of the intermingling of humans and non-humans are an expression of the mentality

and culture of society. In this study, we analyzed the lives of non-human offspring and the world they choose to live

in by focusing on heterogeneous marriage (Irui konin tan) and miracle birth stories(Ijyo tanjyo tan). Non-human

offspring live as marginal individuals with significant difficulty; they can either isolate themselves from or leave such

a society, or assimilate themselves into it. Stories of the heterogeneous marriages and miracle births of non-human

offspring are more relevant today than ever, when acknowledging diversity and accepting different cultures to build

a collaborative society appears to be the need of the hour.

Keywords: Heterogeneous Marriage Stories, Miracle birth stories,Folklores, Myths, Youkai
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