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Considering Retelling of World Classic Literature for Children:
Focusing on an Abridghed Version of “Les Misérables” for the
“Kodomono Tameno Sekai Bungakuno Mori”

Faculty of Childhood Education, Department of Childhood Educution
Tomoka KAMIMURA

Abstract

The retelling of classic literature for children began in the Meiji era and have continued to the present. Their

stories inevitably lose their richness and are more like outlines, as they omit side stories and detailed descriptions

and focus on the main character.

This paper examines an abridged version of “Les Misérables” that seems unique and strange by comparing it with

other abridged versions. And the multiple perspectives on retelling classic literature for children were provided.

Keywords: retelling, digest, adaptation, classic literature, child reader, “Les Misérables”
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