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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to compare the philosophy of “Respecting Diversity” and its development in Germany
and Japan, by focusing on the Curriculum Guidelines and typical textbooks from post-World War II.

As a result of consideration, the following two points are clarified: First, in Japan, “developing morality” means
having children acquire “moral values (content items)”, whereas, “developing morality” (acquiring competencies) in
Germany means “to understand the rationale for the values that come from different backgrounds, to make rational
decisions, and to act”. Secondly, in Germany, there are the following assumptions: Even if the backgrounds are
different, as long as they are human beings, they can understand each other beyond diversity if they are rational, and
it is also supposed that they take "rational actions (thinking)" This can be seen from the "self-competency” which
includes “distinguishing between rational behavior and unreasonable behavior, and explaining the basis of the
classification” as the basis of dialogue and discussion. In contrast, in Japan, it is judged that "to be tolerant of individual

diversity" is prioritized by "acquiring moral values" in comparison with Germany.
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