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Tanabe Seiko’s Approach to Classical Literature in Man’yo Hyakushu Sampo

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Japanese Language and Literature
Shuko NAKA

Abstract

Tanabe Seiko is a novelist well known for her romantic stories. She wrote many exquisite, academic
essays on Japanese classical literature, and undeservedly they have been hardly discussed. This paper, focus-
ing on Man’yo Hyakushu Sampo, reveals that she translates Man ’yoshu not only into contemporary, vivid
Japanese with her accurate knowledge on classics, but also into the contemporary, empathic stories similar
to her own novels. Consequently, it can be considered that Tanabe’s essays on classical literature are her
another fictional world created by method and techniques of her own fiction.

Keywords: Tanabe Seiko, Man’yoshu, Man’yo Hyakusyu sampo, Tanabe Seik’ essays

(10)



