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The Making of a Pannier, Used in The 18th Century for Robe Fitting,
and a New Idea on How to Put on a Robe:
An Attempt by University—Museum Cooperation

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Beauty and Fashion Studies
Keiko SUGITA
Kobe Fashion Museum
Kunio HAMADA
Tamami NAKAMURA

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to deepen the understanding of historical costumes by re—experiencing wear-
ing the “Robe a la frangaise", the 18th century French court costume of the Kobe Fashion Museum. There-
fore, this paper examined how to make a pannier that one person can put on and take off, and a new idea
on how to wear a robe. The silhouettes of the petticoat and the widened robe were investigated with the
aim of drawing the pattern for the pannier. For the sewing method, considering the weight of the petticoat
and robe, a polyethylene mesh material and bone were sandwiched between the fabrics. A rubber belt was
used for the waist. Two cylindrical cloths were attached to the waist as a new idea for fitting. By pulling the
round string passed through the belt from the slit parts of the left and right sides of the petticoat, it was
possible to adjust the robe according to the body shape. As a result, it was possible to put on the robe and
take off without the help of another person. Further, through this study, a deeper understanding of the rela-
tionship between women’s clothing and clothing construction during the 18th century can be expected.

Keywords: 18th century robe, making of a pannier, idea on how to put on, fitting, university-museum coope-
ration



