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Abstract

In this research, a questionnaire was distributed to find out what kind of difficulties foreign parents who
leave their children with kindergartens or nursery schools have with these schools. According to the results,
it was found that for foreign parents to participate in society, that is, to interact with nursery teachers and
other parents, Japanese proficiency, especially oral proficiency, is needed. It was also found that in daily life
at the schools, foreign parents often have difficulties in interacting with other parents. Also, they think it
necessary to understand Japanese culture and customs, as well as rules and manners for good social partici-
pation. From the standpoint of Japanese education, we can support foreign parents by providing them with
study materials for conversation to achieve their goals or to connect with other people, providing them with
information on Japanese culture, customs, rules, manners, and children’s language acquisition, providing the
m with opportunities to connect with other parents, and providing nursery teachers and Japanese parents with
information on easy Japanese that can be used to interact with foreign parents.

Keywords: foreign parents, kindergartens and nursery schools, social participation, support from Japanese
language education



