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From Local Residents’ Interaction Place
to Learning and Activities about Community Problems:
Two Case Studies in Osaka Prefecture

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Life Planning
Masaya HAGIHARA

Abstract

This research focuses on the factors of autonomous learning and practices to discover and solve community

problems in Kawachinagano and Hannan, Osaka Prefecture. The two cases explored in this thesis — the

Community Café “DAN-DAN” in Nankadai district and the Regional Development Council of Hakonoura

Residents’ Association — are those in which local residents learn to solve community problems. Subjective

learning to solve community problems is a concept discussed by the Central Education Council of Japan. In

both cases, exchange and dialogue among residents are activated and understanding of and sympathy for the

problems faced by many elderly inhabitants are amplified. Such mutual learning and practice use residents’

knowledge and network resources. Three common factors are found in each activities process, in which

residents’ mutual learning and practice are created: the place where local residents can freely talk and interact,

human resources accumulated in the area, and financial independence of activities. The most important of these

three factors is the place. In other words, to learn to solve community problems, a place for residents to interact

is absolutely essential.

Keywords: Social education, Learning, Practice, Interaction space, Community problems
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