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Study on “hui yi (#£4)” of Ancient China

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Beauty and Fashion Studies
Natsuko MIZUNO

Abstract

The aim of this study is to focus on “/ui yi (#4%)” in formal dresses of ancient Chinese Empress, and to
find the influence on formal dresses of Japanese Empress, explaining the feature of “/ui yi (#4<)”. Using the
literature data and picture data, I analyzed the structure of successive “Aui yi (##4%)” and studied the transition
of “hui yi (#4K)”. I also compared Chinese “hui yi (#£4<)” with formal dresses of Japanese Empress. The
regulation of formal dresses of Chinese Empress had been found since Zhou period, and “hui yi (#4<)” was
considered the best formal dress and was succeeded to the period of northern and southern dynasties, Sui, Tang,
Sung and Ming. For the motif, pheasant design was used in common. But it had been changed in color,
technique of decoration and arrangement. The feature of “hui yi (#4<)” in Tang style was found in the formal
dresses of Japanese Empress in Heian period. It was considered that the stracture of it was the same “Aui yi (#

4)” as the statue of Empress in Sung period weared.

Keywords: hui yi (#4%), Empress, formal dresses, pheasant design, ancient China
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