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Originality of “The Shawshank Redemption” as a Prison Break Movie

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of English as an International Language
Satoru TAKAHASHI

Abstract

Since its release in 1994, the movie titled “The Shawshank Redemption” has gained increasing attention
and popularity among viewers around the world. The purpose of this paper is to demystify why this film has
been widely accepted and highly rated over the years. To this end, the author selected six additional major
prison break movies and looked into their stories and characteristics. Then based on this investigation, he
discussed the uniqueness of the film in comparison to those six movies. As a result, twelve original features
were extracted, namely, 1) wrongful conviction, 2) high social status, 3) being cultured (knowledge, expertise,
and decency), 4) far-reaching and sustainable altruistic behaviors, 5) lack of bodily strength, 6) non-disclosure
of hole-digging process, 7) extremely long period of incarceration, 8) clear image of what to do after prison
break, 9) reunion between ex-inmates on the outside, 10) revenge against villains, 11) anxiety about social
adjustment after prison, and 12) narration voiced by a close inmate. Those features seem to serve as vital
ingredients and contribute to enhancing the quality of the work as a colossal human drama, leaving the audience
with a deep appreciation of the film.

Keywords: prison break movie, wrongful conviction, being cultured, altruistic behaviors, revenge

_24_



