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Reinforcement of cabinet functions and
countermeasures against declining birthrate:
a study of institusional change and process

Osaka Shoin Women’s University

Ayumu NAKAI

ABSTRACT

Did prime ministers take the lead in the decision making of countermeasures against
declining birthrate? In this paper, I will review the process and its institutional features
of the cabinet office, which was founded to reinforce the initiative of prime minister. In
the process of making policy against declining birthrate, the strong initiatives by prime
ministers were not seen. I will consider the potential initiatives of prime minisiter and
necessary conditions for making them work.

Keywords: countermeasures against declining birthrate, reinforcement of cabinet func-
tions
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