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Children’s Deception and Theory of mind:
[s The Deduction hypothesis or The Induction
hypothesis Correct on the Relationship
between Deception and Theory of mind?

Osaka Shoin Women's University

Haruo KIKUNO

ABSTRACT

There would be ‘the Deduction hypothesis’ or ‘the Induction hypothesis’ on the rela-
tionship between deception and theory of mind. It is assumed in the Deduction hypothesis
that children would acquire the theory of mind and then understand the deception based
on the theory of mind. On the other hand, it is assumed that children would understand
the deception and then acquire the theory of mind based on the experiences related the
theory of mind including deception. The result of this study suggests the Induction
hypothesis would be correct.

Key words: Theory of Mind, Deception, False belief, Young children, Deduction, Induc-
tion
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