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Reasons university students believe in
paranormal phenomenon (1).

Osaka Shoin Women’s University

Masahiro KAWAKAMI, Eiko KOSHIRO, &
Hiroyuki SAKATA

ABSTRACT

Paranormal phenomenon is defined as unusual experiences that lack a scientific expla-
nation and are believed in by some people. The purpose of this study was to investigate
the reasons why university students believe in paranormal phenomenon. Six phenomena:
“ABO Blood-Groups Typology”, “Existence of extraterrestrial life”, “Existence of super-
natural power”, “Fortunetelling”, “Existence of spiritual entities”, and “The gods and
Buddha”, were selected and participants were asked to respond whether they believe it or
not that phenomenon, and provide the reason in free format.

Hundred and sixty—one university students were participated in this questionnaire
study. Using text—mining procedure, free description data was analyzed. The results
showed that there were some differences between believers and non—believers. The results
were discussed in the light of difference of media they referred in believing paranormal
phenomena.

Keywords: paranormal phenomenon, belief, reason, free descriptions



