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Understanding Children Becoming Human Beings

—— Ton Beekman's Phenomenological Pedagogy ——

Osaka Shoin Women’s University

Naoko MURAI

Summary

To understand children means to do so deeply in the life world of children. This article
is an attempt to place professionalism of teachers to this understanding. Ton Beekman,
one of the successors of the Utrecht School, developed the method of understanding child-
ren which is called participant experience. I would like to focus on the terms “experience”
and “children’s landscape” in order to make clear its methodological merits. His pedagogy
is practical because we will be able to act tactfully for the children if we understand
children’s landscape phenomenologically.

Keywords: phenomenoclogical pedagogy, participant experience, Utrecht School, under-
standing children, professionalism of teacher
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