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The Database of 31 Japanese Emoticon with
their Emotions and Emphases.

Osaka Shoin Women’s University

Masahiro KAWAKAMI

ABSTRACT

Being accompanied with the generalization of communications with E-mail on the
cellular phone, the use of the emoticon for the expression of emotion on mail becomes
popular recent years. The purpose of this research was to develop a normative table for
emotions and the emphasis expressed by Japanese emoticon. Considering the context
dependency of emoticon, in this study, the research was conducted from the viewpoint
“How much is each emotion expressed?” instead of “Which emotion is expressed by this
emoticon?”. Moreover, the emphasis level of each emoticon is investigated by asking
“How much a sentence is emphasized by adding this emoticon?”,

Thirty—one Japanese emotiocons were selected for the study. Participants were asked
to rate the degree of six emotions: pleasure, sadness, anger, happiness, haste, and the
surprise expressed by each emoticon with five—pointed scale from 1 (not expressed at all)
to 5 (highly expressed) and to rate the emphasis level of each emoticon with five—pointed
scale from 1 (not emphasized at all) to 5 Chighly emphasized). These results are shown
in Figure 1 and Figure 2.

This table may be employed to provide normative emotion for experimental and re-
search studies concerning Japanese emoticons.

Keywords: emoticon, emotion, emphasis, database



