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Japanese-style book and Western-style book

—— about terminology of the parts in books

Osaka Shoin Women’s University

Hiroshi UTANO

ABSTRACT

The term “mikaeshi” (end paper) has been used both for Japanese-style books and
Western-style books. Viewing from the point of structure of books, only Western-style
book needs it. It has no trace of being used before the period of mid-Meiji era when the
technology of Western-style book-making was first introduced and established. Referring
to the relevant literature, what the term “mikaeshi” had been adopted by Japanese-style
books to align with the prosperity seen in Western-style book making of the time. By
turning attention to its naming in the parts of books, and examining uniformity between
naming and structure of books, the differences between Japanese-style books and Western-
style books is clarified and its meaning from cultural point of view be examined.

Key words: bibliography, end paper, cover, spine, joints, groove, hinges, gutter
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