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More Celtic fairy tales. by Jacobs,
New York: Putnam: 1895.
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Fairy and Folk Tales of the Irish Peasantry.
Edited and Selected by W.B. Yeats.. New York:
The Walter Scott Publishing Co., Ltd. London
and Felling—on—tyne.
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Fairy Legends and Traditions of the South of
Ireland. by T. Crofton Croker. A New Edition.
Philadelphia: Lea and Blanchard. 1844.
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Jack Madden, who was in a great hurry to get
quit of his hump, never thought of waiting
until the fairies had done, or watching for a
fit opportunity to raise the tune higher again

than Lusmore had; so having heard them sing



it over seven times without stopping, out he
bawls, never minding the time, or the humour
of the tune, or how he could bring his words

in properly, augus Da Cadine augus Da Hena,

thinking that if one day was good, two were
better; and that if Lushmore had one new suit
of clothes given him, he should have two. (161
-162)
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Jack Madden, who was in a great hurry to
get quit of his bump, never thought of waiting
until the fairies had done, or watching for a
fit opportunity to raise the tune higher again
than Lusmore had; so having heard them sing
it over seven times without stopping, out he
bawls, never minding the time or the humour
of the tune, or how he could bring his words in

properly, augus Da Dardeen, augus Da Hena,

thinking that if one day was good, two were
better; and that if Lusmore had one new suit
of Clothes given him, he should have two. (44
—45)
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Jack Madden, who was in a great hurry to
get quit of his hump, never thought of waiting
until the fairies had done, or watching for a
fit opportunity to raise the tune higher again
than Lusmore had: so having heard them sing
it over seven times without stopping, out he
bawls, never minding the time, or the humour
of the tune, or how he could bring his words

in properly, augus da Cadine augus Da Hena,*

thinking that if one day was good, two was
better; and that, if Lushmore had one new suit
of clothes given to him he should have two.
(25)
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*Correctly written, Dia Luain, Dia Mairt,
agus Dia Ceadaoine, i.e. Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday. (22)

*And Wednesday and Thursday. (25)
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The words La JF X~ <)

Da Dardeen are Gaelic for “Monday, Tuesday,

Luan Da Mort agus

and Wednesday too.” Da Hena is Thursday.
(320)
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The folk—lore of Ireland, like its folk—songs
and native literature, remains practically un-
exploited and un—gathered. Attempts have been
made from time to time during the present
century to collect Irish folk —lore, but these

attempts, though interesting from a literary

point of view, are not always successes from

a scientific one. Crofton Croker’s delightful

book, “Fairy Legends and Traditions of the

South of Ireland,” first published anonymously
in 1825, led the way. All the other books which
have been published on the subject have but

followed in the footsteps of his; but all have
not had the merit of his light style, his pleasant

parallels from classic and foreign literature,

and his delightful annotations, which touch,

after a fascinating manner peculiarly his own,

upon all that is of interest in his text. I have

written the word “text,” but that word conveys
the idea of an original to be annotated upon;

and Crofton Croker is, alas! too often his own

original. There lies his weak point, and there,

too, is the defect of all who have followed him.

The form in which the stories are told is, of

course, Croker’s own; but no one who knows

anything of fairy lore will suppose that his
manipulation of the originals is confined to the
form merely. The fact is that he learned the
ground —work of his tales from conversations
with the Southern peasantry, whom he knew

well, and then elaborated this over the midnight

oil with great skill and delicacy of touch, in

order to give a saleable book, thus spices to
the English public. (x—xi)
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Translating and Retelling Irish Fairy Tales:
Through the Comparison of Two Japanese Translations with
Three English Versions of “The Legend of Nockgrafton”

Faculty of Child Sciences, Department of Child Sciences
Tomoka KAMIMURA

Abstract

I examine a way of translation and retelling of Irish fairy tales to make more accurate translations that
are not only suitable for storytelling but readable for Japanese children.

In this paper I compared texts of the two Japanese translations with the three English versions of “The
legend of Nockgrafton”, because there were errors about Irish Gaelic in two Japanese translations. Although
these five texts had been evaluated highly, it was found that similar errors were included in all of these five
versions. It was suggested from the result that the earliest version of Croker’s will be causing these errors.

Further, in consideration of the oral tradition in Ireland I would like to collect both literary texts and audio

data of Irish famous storytellers and to examine variants of the fairy tale more widely.

Keywords: fairy-tale, Irish Gaelic, translation or retelling, story-telling, oral tradition



