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tain Knowledge), (d) “The ability to learn is innate
rather than acquired” (Innate Ability), and (e)
“Learning is quick or not at all” (Quick Learning)
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Table 1. MBARDEHICET 2 BRES L UKRFEEDFEDFEY LRERE

High school students University students
Male (N = 46) Female (N = 88) Female (N = 66)

Description of knowledge RANK M SD RANK M SD RANK Mean SD
K1 BEFHIEN L TODIEDD 4 498 2.53 7 6.26 2.58 4 448 2.26
K2 BROMEH TN CNDTEND 5 509 2.78 4 4.78 2.50 3 445 250
K3 DS ENHA TNDZEDS 2 413 2.33 3 4.57 219 6 5.08 2.00
K4 B3R TLKNBZEnD 3 4.63 2.65 1 2.83 2.06 2 417 239
K5 4 728 2 ClEia b S RS S RSO iR 6 517 245 5 549 241 5 461 292
K6 H AR ELEDT DI TRRETEND 1 3.65 240 2 3.08 222 1 3.09 214
K7 BANBRIZELnb 7 593 3.01 9 7.02 244 9 7.86 2.64
K8 EEA DT DI Ao CODMEN S HESIDZEND 9 7.09 251 8 6.89 2.19 7 6.17 2.09

EDHEVMBEZHILTODIEND 8 6.04 284 6 5.66 2.70 8 6.50 2.54
K10 A ETIENOEZ DD &5 10 741 313 10 839 216 10 855 2.08

Note: one female high school student gave no response.
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Table 3. BREBKICH T 3 HERREKIR

Career course Male Female  Total
Find employment 11 31 42
Study at college/ vocational school 10 41 51
Study at University 23 13 36
Total 44 85 129

Note: six students gave no responses.

B & TR D BREHER D A IO W T
A ZIERE AT - AE R B IERFAE ISR D A
H 5K LFERETE, BARS L EHEMERA
DIEFPHIZEIR L2 b OME VT EDURE NI
df=2, N=129, x* =20.15, p<.0001,

Wiz, EHERITB T 252 H0—> & LT, B
S, Rty REERIENL. SO EEMEIC> W T
FEEERD LRI VTGS 5, —REEEOS
WbDE, £DMANERERICBWTERELLE SR
TVWBHDELTHIT LT, JeDREMR & HhikE
TOEREE OHEIRE DRER%E Table 4 1T/ T, KR

JECOHERE EEBOPREE DI >\WTH A
TRE AT - 7GR, BRIUS L 0 SRENEHE &
WO HAZ BT L TV B HAICH B KFMEFEE O
BRE o Ly EBEUS2EAHR L TR
BEEE O A A S L df=6, N=128, x* =43.5,
p<.0001,

WIZ TN S DPRTEHEIKICE - T, THFEONE] ®
(IO | MR 22V THRITT 3700, 3 G
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Table 4. REEK L ERERTOEER

Career Selection

College/

Importance Job vocational University Total
Qualification 3 15 4 22
Study at university 0 14 15 29
Financial independence 16 14 13 43
Get an employment 23 7 4 34

Total 42 50 36 128
Table 6. REERACHT- THHOAR] ICBT 3FEEEDTH LFERE

Career Selection Find employment Study at college/ vocational school Study at University

Male Female Male Female Male Female
M SD M SD M SD M SD M SOD M SD
K1 573 224 17.03 255 480 249 5.78 2.19 448 266 585 341
K2 527 220 442 263 480 270 5.10 2.3 491 3.07 5.00 242
K3 273 119 490 234 420 230 4.15 1.96 470 262 5.00 224
K4 391 295 313 243 4.00 294 230 1.62 543 227 346 194
K5 509 226 503 227 420 274 6.28 244 543 243 4.69 229
K6 418 3.09 329 195 3.60 227 322 249 339 223 246 207
K7 6.09 295 6.35 268 6.00 283 745 225 583 3.13 6.85 248
K8 745 238 6.74 241 6.80 3.08 7.08 2.03 730 225 6.38 229
K9 691 266 561 274 560 268 5.33 2.73 583 3.00 6.77 268
K10 791 263 848 2.08 7.60 369 825 2.23 730 3.04 854 215
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Table 6. REEEHCH T [ROER] 1T 3 FEEOFEY LRERE

Career Selection Find employment Study at college/ vocational school Study at University
Male Female Male Female Male Female
M SD M SD M SD M SD M SD M SD
B1 573 228 632 1.28 590 197 6.10 1.30 622 168 6.62 0.87
B2 555 221 544 1.66 580 1.81 537 151 548 200 5.8 1.57
B3 291 138 400 171 410 218 395 1.70 359 192 4.00 1.63
B4 6.09 114 576 1.42 556 2.07 578 141 6.22 173 5.85 1.52
B5 291 197 329 168 2.60 1.78 268 1.33 287 194 231 132
Bé6 3.18 2.04 255 141 250 127 261 1.76 196 130 185 1.14
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Students’ Personal Epistemology about Knowledge and Their Career Choices

Faculty of Psychology, Department of Psychology
Hiromi TSUJI

Abstract

This study investigated students’ personal epistemology (which is their beliefs about knowledge and ways
of knowing if it is true) in relation to their career choices. Third year high school students and first year
university students completed questionnaires about their epistemological knowledge. The high school stu-
dents also provided information regarding their career choices. The developmental differences in personal
epistemology were examined in relation to the transition from high school to university. The results suggest
that there are some differences in their beliefs about knowledge and ways of knowing. The gender differ-
ences may also exist in these developmental changes. The high school students' beliefs in the ways of know-
ing and what is knowledge differed depending on their carrier choices, such as choosing higher education,

vocational development, or finding employment.

Keywords: Epistemological beliefs about knowledge, Personal epistemology, Career education
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