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On “In Seventeen,” the Manuscript by Tanabe Seiko

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Japanese Language and Literature
Shuko NAKA

Abstract

Tanabe Seiko’s manuscript “In Seventeen,” a short story written when she was a student of Shoin college
and still unpublished, was recently discovered and exhibited. Although the presence of the work was
previously introduced in her autobiographical novel, Shinnko-Zaik no Saru ya Kiji , its content or whereabouts
have been unknown. This paper examines “In Seventeen” and points out Tanabe’s consistent subjects in her
very early works: theme of post war women’s life, characterization through speech effectively using a Osaka
accent, and a witty, polished style with a sense of humor. The age seventeen has a special meaning for
Tanabe. When she was seventeen years old, the war ended, and she started her independent life
self-consciously and self-reliantly. This story which describes an awakening to life of a seventeen-year-old girl
can be recognized as the beginning of Tanabe Seiko’s literary career.

Keywords : Tanabe Seiko, “In Seventeen”, Osaka Japanese, World War II



