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The Metamorphic “Male Body”: Focusing on Body Adornment
of Professional Wrestlers

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Clothing Science
Saeko KAWANO

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to study the status of the male body in modern society by focusing on the body
adornments of professional wrestlers. Androcentrism remains a relevant issue even in modern times, and this
paper studies the current extent of androcentrism, including doubts as to whether the concept of gender itself
is socially valid. In other words, there is doubt about whether it is correct to say that the body has two clearly-
defined sexes. The main point raised in this study is that it is impossible to completely analyze a body’s state
in terms of gender, with particular focus on the male body. First, this paper defines what is meant by body
adornment. Next, body adornment of athletes is discussed, along with that of professional wrestlers. From
this angle, this paper explores the meaning and characteristics of “the male body”. Finally, it provides an
overview of the status of the male body in modern society and summarizes the effectiveness of the concept of

gender as an analytical method.
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