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Understanding Children Becoming Human Beings (2)
: Analyzing Phenomenological Description

Faculty of Child Sciences, Department of Child Sciences
Naoko MURAI

Abstract

Ton Beekman, one of the successors of the Utrecht School, tried to democratize phenomenology by means
of having class named “doing phenomenology” in Utrecht University from 1974 to 1986 in order to understand
the life world of children. This article is an attempt to explicate the significance of his procedure. To do so the
article “Analyzing Phenomenological Description” is analyzed. In this article basic structure of the experience
of afraid in the dark is made an appearance through the student’s group work. And the result of the experi-
ment I conducted in my seminar draw on this article is introduced. It is showed that his procedure to do

phenomenology by students is useful to understand children’s experience.

Keywords: Utrecht School, phenomenological description, situation analysis, darkness, understanding children





