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Studies on the Restoration of the Fabric of 18th Century French Court Costumes
:Chine Techniques

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Clothing Science
Tsukie IZUHARA

Abstract

In the 18th century, the clothing of the women of the French court became elaborate, with luxurious embroi-
dery and flower-patterned brocades being popular. In court, women preferred luxury, where as a lighter style
became preferred as they mingled more in the Salons in private. In Europe, Asian designs typically represented
by Chinoiserie were in vogue in gardenware, tableware, pottery, and furniture. Calico printing, handmade
woodcut prints and Kasuri weaving called as Chine transported by ship from Asia, in particular from India,
were appreciated highly. In the beginning of 17" century, Kasuri evolved as it became more in demand and it
came to be woven into fabrics for the court costumes in Frence. In this paper, in order to restore the fablic
called “chiné a la branche” in French used for “robe a la francaise” of the Kobe Fashion Museum’s collection,
the weaving techniques of Chine at that time was examined based on the study of Asian Kasuri weavings.

Keywords: French court costumes, Rococo, Chine, Kasuri, restoration





