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The Actual Conditions of Physical Child Abuse: Some Analyses of Data from Investigations into the
Damages by Physical Child Abuse Among University Students and Vocational School Students

Osaka Shoin Women's University Faculty of Child Sciences Department of Child Sciences
Yoshiyuki ISHIKAWA

Abstract

In this paper we are analyzing the data from the self-report survey on physical child abuse in 2006~2007.The survey was made
about 973 university students and vocational school students, and we got 405 valid responses.The main physical child abuse grasped
by this survey is the early or potential child abuse.It is critically important for preventing occurrence and enlargement of more
serious abuse to react adequately to the early or potential child abuse.The main findings from analyses of survey data are as follows:
(DThe number of open child abuse grasped by some official child care institutios is only the tip of the iceberg,and a great number
of latent child abuse is hiding out of range of open child abuse.(@The incidence of physical child abuse is higher in early childhood
and the ages of 0~12 are the risk period.(3The main perpetrators of physical child abuse are mothers,full-time homemakers
particulary.(@The sense of long-term damages through a serious upset at abused time are stronger in case of the longer-term “other"
abuse by victim's real mother.(®)The victims feel difficult to send SOS at abused time,so we must step bravely in helping victims
before their asking help to prevent occurrence and enlargement of child abuse.We have to try to change the consciousness and
behavior of people and the structure of abuse-risk society to better direction in contemporary Japanese society where child abuse is

said to spread.
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