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Behind the Evolution of Modern Design
Research into the Circumstances of 1920’s -1930’s - 4 -Around Bauhaus and die neue linie

Osaka Shoin Women's University Faculty of Liberal Arts Department of Interior and Environmental Design

Masako TSUKAGUCHI

Abstract

This paper, 5" issue of the serial work, Behind the Evolution of Modern Design, reports the social and cultural circumstances of
1920’s and 1930’s around Bauhaus. In the extremely politicized society at that time of Germany, quite a number of criticism from
the rightwing against Bauhaus repeatedly coming out on media caused ironical results; Although most of those criticism were harsh
attacks, Bauhaus and its modern design began to acquire social status thanks to reinforced presence by media, eventually even to
be appeared on luxury family magazine die noie linie. Not only such power of media, the drastic social change towards hygienic
life also made contribution to the spread of modern design as well. One of the principles of modern design definitely eliminated
decorative, so to speak dust-gathering, furnishing. The missionary of modern design worked on public capitalizing the hygienic
thought.

This paper also reports the magazine die noie linie from the viewpoint of its connection with Bauhaus. Besides Walter Gropius,
the founder of Bauhaus, and Laszlo Moholy-Nagi, a main graphic-design master, there gathered a lot of superb Bauhaus alumni
around this magazine, as for designers and contributors. Along with the political condition growing more and more rightwing, the
editorial concept managed to follow this tendency as a tactics of survival. Once the modern design coming out on conservative
pages, formerly considered to be leftwing or avant-garde design, it became tinged with the flavor of the Establishment, equivalence

of elegance and elite status.

Keywords: media on Bauhaus, criticism against Bauhaus, Bauhaus promotion, die noie linie, hygienic idea connected with modern

design
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