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Ellen Key’s Concept About Children’s Freedom

Osaka Shoin Women's University Faculty of Child Sciences Department of Child Sciences
Naoko MURAI

Abstract
Ellen Key’s The Century of Children has had a big impact on child-centered education in the world. Her theory introduced also
in Japan and many Japanese educators have been influenced by it. However her concept about freedom might not have been fully
understood. She argued that children could behave freely in the sphere that was arranged by adults. And she stressed the importance

of children’s freedom to the extent that they never violate the rights of adults
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