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Validation of the Nursery Trait Inventory I

Osaka Shoin Women's University Faculty of Psychology Department of Developmental and Educational Psychology
Kazuhisa FUIIMURA

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to confirm the validity of the seven nursery trait scales of altruism, empathy, logical thinking,
responsiveness, sociability, power of action, nurturing that make up the Nursery Trait Inventory (Fujimura, 2010).

Five sample groups were used in this study. These groups were nursery and kindergarten teachers, kindergarten and nursery school
student majors, nursery home staff, female students in a women’s university, and female students in a co-ed university.

Testing significance of difference between the means of the five group of samples proved that these scales except the logical
thinking scale could distinguish between these groups. It was confirmed by applying structural equation modeling that each scale had
homogeneity and unidimensionality across samples respectively. Furthermore, by applying structural equation modeling, validity
of the three factors structural model of nurturing behavior (Fujimura, 2010) is confirmed. Finally, a computer program to assess
individual profiles of nursery traits was developed.

It was confirmed that the logical thinking scale was important in personality structure for assessing an individual’s nursery trait

profile.

Keywords: aptitude of nursery teacher, aptitude of kindergarten teacher, structural equation modeling, validity of psychological

scale, questinaire method
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