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An Examination of the Stroop Effect Using Typical Color of Fruits and Vegetables

Osaka Shoin Women's University Faculty of Psychology Department of Developmental and Educational Psychology
Masahiro KAWAKAMI

Abstract

In the present study, Stroop effect and reverse-Stroop effect were examined using object names such as the vegetables and the
fruits. Four colors (red, yellow, green, and brown) were set as reference colors. The objects whose typical color is determined in
general (e.g., tomato and banana, etc.) are defined as “typical color objects” and on the other hand, the objects whose typical color is
not determined in general (e.g., shirt and ribbon, etc.) are defined as “general color objects”.

Twelve names such as the vegetables and the fruits whose typical color is one of the four reference colors were selected as typical
color objects. Twelve names of concrete things were selected as general color objects. Three kinds of items; typical color objects'
name colored with typical color (Typical Item), typical color objects' name colored with atypical color (Atypical Item), and General
Color Objects' name colored with one of four reference colors (Neutral Items), were presented to the participants. The task of the
participants was to name the printed color of the stimulus (Experiment 1) or to name the printed word itself(Experiment 2).

Results of the experiments showed that the color naming to the typical color objects was slower than that to the general color

objects, and such effect was not observed in word naming to those objects..

Keywords: Stroop effect, reverse-Stroop effect, vegetables and fruits, typical color, naming task
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