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Osaka in the Medieval Times—Focusing on the Mizuhaya family and the Watanabe family

Osaka Shoin Women's University Faculty of Liberal Arts Department of English as an International Language

Mizue KONISHI
Abstract

summary : The purpose of this article is to study a real image of the warriors in Osaka in the medieval times. First, I examine how
the warriors played a historical part and survived in the latter term of medieval times. The Mizuhaya family and the Watanabe
family were under both political powers in Nanbokucho Period, but after all, they belonged to the local powers of Shugo in
Muromachi Bakuhu. Another is a comparative study of the Mizuhaya family and the Watanabe family. Both warriors were
the same type of the Kinai district as metropolitan area. The Mizuhaya family was the shinto priest of the Hiraoka Shrine and
celebrated in the early modern ages. The Watanabe family went away to N ara while Toyotomi Hideyoshi built the Osaka Castle.

The difference of their results is caused by the historical surroundings of their native places. They fulfilled the transport function
of the medieval state , and they survived in the Middle Ages. This is also the reason why they could not survive as samurai in the

early modern ages.

Keywords: warriors , the Mizuhaya family , the Watanabe family , Oenomikuriya , Kawamatanomikuriya
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