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A View of English Education in Primary School

Osaka Shoin Women’s University

Hikoichi HAYASHI

ABSTRACT

Nearly all the Japanese have learned English at least 6 years or 10 years including college
education. But they have seldom been satisfied with their achievements and ‘practically
useless English’ has become a term which the Japanese self-disparagingly have been
casting on themselves. Against the backdrop of the situation a new project of teaching
English in primary schools has come up and the pros and cons are batted back and
forth.

This article, composed on the basis of precise inspection of the debate and taking the
side of the project, deals with broader aspects of the whole education as well as the
English one.

Key words: words as a sound, ‘Aufheben’ of everyday-life experience, teaching based on
‘playfulness’, ‘not top-down but bottom-up’ education, magnetic education





