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A Literary Review of the Studies on “Kokoro”
Written Since 1994 —No. 8—

Osaka Shoin Women’s University

Hidekazu NAKA

ABSTRACT

Many of the studies on “Kokoro” after 1994 have been more or less influenced by the
“Kokoro” disputes. Most of them center around such problems as the disclosure of The
Will, the alienation between Shizu and her husband and the identity of the narrator in

the first person.
I believe “Kokoro” can be interpreted in another way by looking minutely into the
aspects of the cultural manners, the customs and the spirit of the era the novel was

written in.

Keywords: the disclosure of The Will, Shizu’s aloofness, the spirit of the Meiji era
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