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Study on Tears-concept or-image from
an Empirical Phenomenological View-point (1)

Osaka Shoin Women’s University

Hitoshi UENO

ABSTRACT

In this paper, tears-concept or-image that person pictures in one’s mind is examined
from an empirical phenomenological view-point. Tears-concept inquiry is carried out to 54
students at Osaka Shoin Women University. In this inquiry, Subjects are asked to write
out freely items about tears that they picture in their minds.

Obtained datum are investigated through an empirical phenomenological method of
semantic analysis. Following results are found:

1. Tears-concept or-image consists of 4 categories, that is, objective aspects of tears;
symbolic image of tears; when, where, why does person shed tears?; meanings and effects
of tears for person.

2. It is found out that there are two attitudes toward tears: one is the positive, open,
intimate attitude to tears, another is the negative, close, objective attitude to tears.

This study seems to make a contribution to understanding of the inner world of human
being.





