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A basic study of “the value of children”
Osamu Iwata

Abstract: This study investigated value of children among 132 undergraduates at a
national university (76 males and 52 females) and examined the relationship between value
of children on the one hand and pleasure seeking, sexual egalitarianism, need for
affiliation, egocentric attitude, need for goal achievement, masculinity and femininity on
the other. All variables were measured by five-point rating scales. Items were selected by
factor analysis and internal consistency was examined for each variable. Analysis of mul-
tiple regression was carried out for value of children with seven predictors entered
simultaneously. Results indicated that stronger egocentric attitude was associated with
lower value of children. Desired number of children produced significant difference in val-
ue of children, but there was no sex difference in value of children.

Keywords: children, values





