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On Japanese Compound Verbs with
the Form of “Onomatopoeia+tsuku”

Takashi Sugiura

Abstract: Japanese language is rich in so-called onomatopoeic or sound-symbolic
expressions. Above all, compound words with onomatopoeic expressions are widely used.
In this paper, we will investigate Japanese compound verbs with the form of
“Onomatopoeia+tsuku” from the syntactic and semantic points of view. We will show that
it will be necessary to assume two types of ‘tsuku’ (unaccusative type and unergative type),
and that onomatopoeic expressions can be expressed in LCS as adverbials.

Keywords: onomatopoeia, Japanese compound verbs, LCS, Word Formation





