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From ‘la morphologie sociale’ to ‘une
etude sociologique des rites’

—The transition of Durkheim's social theory—

Ryo Nonaka

Abstract: This paper is an attempt to reinterpret Emile Durkheim’s Les formes
élémentaires de la vie religieuse. In this text, we can see a remarkable imbalance
between theoretical significance of ‘le sacré’ and ‘le profane’. This imbalance, how-
ever, is the solvable subject.

First of all we investigate the cause of this imbalance by reinterpreting De la
division du travail sociale, Les régles de la méthode sociologique, Le suicide. In this
work, we find a keystone for a solution of this imbalance, ‘morphologie sociale’.
These arguments which based on positivism were regarded as ‘semi-behaviorist
objectivism’ or ‘sociologistic positivism’ by Talcott Parsons.

Secondly ‘morphologie sociale’ varied with the time, but Durkheim’s motif ——
Idealistic Social integration —— did not change.

Thirdly it was natural that the framework of the Durkheim’s social theory was
reconstructed in Les formes élémentaires, Durkheim emphasized the importance of
‘rite’ and ‘symbolism’. Imbalance between theoretical significance of ‘le sacré’ and
‘le profane’ represented Durkheim’s dilemma that he had to give up his positivism
or his idealism.
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