KEFERTRY AB#Y BFEKE $£15

LRI D LR ENRERESRECEL CUETER LI 500

LB R D O R L OMGE—

¥ OB OF W

Why do young children more than 4-year-old

respond on the false belief task correctly ?

—Theory of Mind based on the information processing theory—
Haruo Kikuno
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(Gopnik & Astington, 1988 ; Mitchell, 1996, 1997 : Perner et al.,, 1987), ¥/, & ®
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Kikuno, 2000 ; Perner, 1991 ; Wimmer and Hartl, 1991). &&f%E0 Hiz, B
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Abstract: The purpose of this study was to examine whether young children's
response on the unexpected transfer task that is one of false belief tasks on the
theory of mind would be interpreted based on the information processing theory.
In this study the response time on the belief, the memory, and the reality question
at the unexpected transfer task was measured. The result showed that the
difference of the response time between the belief and the reality question was
significant and that the correlation of the response time between the memory and
the reality question was significant on 4-year-old children but not on 3-year-old
children. These results suggest that 4-year-old children would do the different
processing between the belief question and the memory and the reality question.

Key words: theory of mind, information processing theory, young children, false

belief, development
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Table 2

Processing of representation on each question

Type of Question Formula of response on each question

Memory Question
R(Memory question)= Pa(Retrieval of Previous Representation)
Reality Question
R(Reality question)= Pb(Retrieval of Current Representation)
Belief Question
R(Belief question)= Pa(Retrieval of Previous Representation)+ Pb(Retriev-

al of Previous Representation)+ Pc(Integration of Representations)

Vote: R is the response on each question. Pa and Pb is the processing of
etrieval of representation from short-term storage. Pc is the integration

rocessing of representations.
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