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Research on Male Body Representation: Considerations from
Tailored Suits and Boys’ Love (BL) Characters

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Beauty and Fashion Studies
Saeko KAWANO
Osaka Shoin Women’s University
Graduate School of Human Sciences Division in Beauty and Fashion Studies
Haruka SANO

Abstract

This paper examines how the male body has been represented. Since the modern era, clothing norms have
been strengthened under a binary opposition structure, with men’s clothing representing rationality and spiri-
tuality through dark colours and uniformity and women’s clothing representing irrationality and emotionality
through elegance and fluidity. Tailored suits conceal men’s pristine bodies and express the “ideal human
image” of modern values, thereby securing the authority of masculinity, which represents conformity and
superiority in society. Women also wear these clothes to gain this authority when they enter society. From
this, this paper clarifies that tailored suits have three representations: identification with society = sociality,
competition to discover differences =individual superiority, and expression of ideal eros, and they re—repre-
sent men who wear them as “canonical” beings. This paper also examines the representation of the “new
image of masculinity” in Boys’ Love (BL). As a result, he pointed out that BL characters are also being
recaptured by hegemonic gender power and that the “new image of masculinity” is still a form within patri-
archy.

Keywords: Tailored Suits, Masculinity, Body Representation, Clothing Norms, Boys’ Love (BL)



