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Why Is Makeup Prohibited by School Rules?:
An Analysis of Prewar and Postwar Education

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Beauty and Fashion Studies
Chitoko KOIDE

Abstract

This study, from an educational standpoint, examines the reasons behind the prohibition of wearing makeup
by school rules. In recent years, regulations concerning makeup and attire in schools have sparked discussions,
often referred to as ‘unreasonable school rules.” Previous research has explored the current usage of makeup
among children and students, highlighting potential risks. However, when looking at prewar education for
girls, it’s worth noting that makeup was allowed for female students attending girls’ high schools. The
prohibition of makeup is likely linked to the postwar educational reforms that introduced a coeducational
system and emphasized purity education. These influences may have contributed to the ongoing prohibition
of makeup for students, often dubbed as ‘unreasonable school rules.’

Keywords: makeup, unreasonable school rules, education for girls, coeducational system, purity education



