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Does Facial Impression Affect Height Estimation?

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Psychology
Masahiro KAWAKAMI

Abstract

We can get various information and impressions about a person from their face. In this study, we used
photographs of Japanese men’s faces to investigate how inferences about a person’s height can be made
based on the impressions of their face. In Study 1, photographs of 10 Japanese men’s face were presented,
and the impressions were rated on “well—formed—not well—groomed”, “childish—adulty”, “chubby—slender”,
“strong features—soft facial features”, “cheerful—gloomy”, “strong—weak”, “attractive—unattractive”, “plain—
flashy”, “round—faced—long—faced”, “warm—cold”, “large parts—small parts”, and “dark—skinned —fair—
skinned”. Participants were asked to rate their impressions on a 5—point scale for those 12 items. In Study
2, with different participants, 10 Japanese men’s estimated heights were measured using a paired comparison
method in which photographs of face were presented in combination. Regarding the above results, the rela-
tionship between impression ratings for photographs of face and their estimated heights were analyzed using
correlation coefficients. The results showed that the more facial photos received impression ratings of
“slender” or “long—faced”, the more likely they are to be tall.

Keywords: Japanese men, impression rating, face, estimated height



