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1) L30 (23 January 1850) To Jane Humphrey
... I had a letter — and Ralph Emerson’s Poems — a beautiful copy — from Newton the

other day. I should love to read you them both — they are very pleasant to me.
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2) L3563 (about October 1870) To T. W. Higginson
With the Kingdom of Heaven on his knee, could Mr Emerson hesitate?

“Suffer little Children” —
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3) L436 (mid-April 1875) To Louise and Frances Norcross
I have only a buttercup to offer for the centennial, as an “embattled farmer” has but lit-
tle time.

Begging you not to smile at my limited meadows, ...
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4) L457 (spring 1876) To T. W. Higginson
I inferred your touch in the Papers on Lowell and Emerson — It is delicate that each

Mind is itself, like a distinct Bird —
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5) L481 (Christmas 1876) To Mrs. T. W. Higginson
I am bringing a little Granite Book you can lean upon. I hope you may not prohibit me.

I have not asked Mr — Higginson’s leave.
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6) L486 (early January 1877) To T. W. Higginson
... I designed “Harold” to accompany Emerson, but Tennyson declines — like Browning
— once so rare!
To wane without disparagement
In a dissembling hue
That will not let the eye decide

If 1t abide or no



1s sunset’s, perhaps — only.
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7) L750 (30 April 1882) To Otis. P. Lord

... Today is April’s last — it has been an April of meaning to me. I have been in your
Bosom. My Philadelphia [Charles Wadsworth] has passed from Earth, and the Ralph
Waldo Emerson — whose name my Father’s Law Student taught me, has touched the secret

Spring. Which Earth are we in?
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8) L794 (after Christmas 1882) To Mrs. J. G. Holland
Remember me to your Possessions, in whom I have a tender claim, and take sweet care

of the small Life, fervor has made great — deathless as Emerson’s “Squirrel” —
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9) L823 (early May 1883) To Mrs. J. Howard Sweetser
I have long been a Lunatic on Bulbs, though screened by my friends, as Lunacy on any

theme is better undivulged, but Emerson’s intimacy with his “Bee” only immortalized him —
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10) L962 (14 January 1885) To Louise and Frances Norcross

Holmes’s Life of Emerson is sweetly commended, but you, I know, have tasted that.
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11) L1004 (summer 1885) To Mabel Loomis Todd

I trust you are homesick. That is the sweetest courtesy we pay an absent friend. The



Honey you sent so far to seek, I trust too you obtain.
Though was there not an “Humbler” Bee?

“I will sail by thee alone, thou animated Torrid Zone.”
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12) PF10

It must have been as if he had come from where dreams are born!
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He traverse — familiar —
As One should come to Town —
And tell you all your Dreams — were true —

He lived — where Dreams were born —

His presence is enchantment —
You beg him not to go —
Old Volumes shake their Vellum Heads

And tantalize — just so —
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“Tumultuous privacy of storm”
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...Before [Emerson] came I grew almost nervous in my anticipation of the vision of our
New England seer. For years I had read him, in a measure understood him, revered him,
cherished him as a hero in my girl’s heart, till there grew into my feeling for him almost a
supernatural element; so that when I found he was to eat and sleep beneath our roof, there
was a suggestion of meeting a God face to face, or one of the Patriarchs of Hebrew setting,
or, as Aunt Emily says, “As if he had come from where dreams are born.” I remember very
little of the lecture except a fine glow of enthusiasm on my own part, and an almost uncon-

scious contempt for anything but Emerson and his tablelands...
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Dear Miss Dickinson You were entitled to a copy of “A Masque of Poets” without



thanks, for your valuable contribution which for want of a known sponser Mr Emerson has
generally had to father.
I wanted to send you a proof of your poem, wh. as you have doubtless perceived was

slightly changed in phraseology...
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Success is counted sweetest
By those who ne’er succeed.
To comprehend a nectar

Requires sorest need.

Not one of all the purple Host
Who took the Flag today
Can tell the definition

So clear of Victory

As he defeated — dying —
On whose forbidden ear
The distant strains of triumph

Burst agonized and clear! (Fr112)
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2 who] that 8 clear] plain
3 anectar] the nectar 12] Break, agonizing clear

4 sorest] the sorest
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If anything in the volume was contributed by Emerson, we should consider these lines

upon “Success” most probably his. ..
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If my Bark sink
"Tis to another Sea —
Mortality’s Ground Floor
Is Immortality — (Fr.1250)
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You must come down to Boston sometimes? All ladies do. I wonder if it would be possi-
ble to lure you [to] the meetings on the 3' Monday of every month at Mrs. [Salrgent’s 13
Chestnut St. at 10 am — when somebody reads [a] paper & others talk or listen. Next Mon-
day Mr. Emerson [realds & then at 31, P.M. there is a meeting of the Woman’s [Cl]ub at
3 Tremont Place, where I read a paper on the [Grelek goddesses. That would be a good
time for you to come [alth]Jough I should still rather have you come on some [daly when

I shall not be so much taken up — for my object is to see you, more than to entertain you...
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...I could only sit still and watch, as one does in the woods; I must name my bird with-

out a gun, as recommended by Emerson.
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