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J-179

If T could bribe them by a Rose

I'd bring them every flower that grows
From Ambherst to Cashmere!

I would not stop for night, or storm —
Or frost, or death, or anyone —

My business were so dear!

If they would linger for a Bird

My Tambourin were soonest heard
Among the April Woods!
Unwearied, all the summer long,
Only to break in wilder song

When Winter shook the boughs!

What if they hear me!

Who shall say

That such an importunity

May not at last avail?

That, weary of this Beggar’s face —
They may not finally say, Yes —
To drive her from the Hall?
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Noon — is the Hinge of Day —

FEvening — the Tissue Door —

Morning — the East compelling the sill
Till all the World is ajar —
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White as an Indian Pipe

Red as a Cardinal Flower
Fabulous as a Moon at Noon

February Hour —
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A Light exists in Spring
Not present on the Year
At any other period —

When March is scarcely here

A Color stands abroad
On Solitary Fields
That Science cannot overtake

But Human Nature feels.

It waits upon the Lawn,
It shows the furthest Tree
Upon the furthest Slope you know

It almost speaks to you.

Then as Horizons step
Or Noons report away
Without the Formula of sound

It passes and we stay —

A quality of loss
Affecting our Content
As Trade had suddenly encroached

Upon a Sacrament.
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Like Rain it sounded till it curved
And then I knew "twas Wind —

It walked as wet as any Wave
But swept as dry as sand —

When it had pushed itself away

To some remotest Plain

A coming as of Hosts was heard
That was indeed the Rain —

It filled the Wells, it pleased the Pools
It warbled in the Road —

It pulled the spigot from the Hills
And let the Floods abroad —

It loosened acres, lifted seas

The sites of Centres stirred

Then like Elijah rode away

Upon a Wheel of Cloud.
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A Route of Evanescence
With a revolving Wheel —
A Resonance of Emerald —

A Rush of Cochineal —

And every Blossom on the Bush
Adjusts its tumbled Head —

The mail from Tunis, probably.
An easy Morning’s Ride —
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A something in a summer’s Day
As slow her flambeaux burn away

Which solemnizes me.

A something in a summer’s noon —
A depth — an Azure — a perfume —

Transcending ecstasy.

And still within a summer’s night
A something so transporting bright

I clap my hands to see —

Then veil my too inspecting face
Lest such a subtle — shimmering grace

Flutter too far for me —

The wizard fingers never rest —
The purple brook within the breast

Still chafes its narrow bed —

Still rears the East her amber Flag —
Guides till the Sun along the Crag
His Caravan of Red —

So looking on — the night — the morn
Conclude the wonder gay —
And I meet, coming thro’ the dews

Another summer’s Day!
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His Feet are shod with Gauze —
His Helmet, is of Gold,

His Breast, a Single Onyx
With Chrysophrase, inlaid.

His Labor is a Chant —
His Idleness —a Tune —

Oh, for a Bee’s experience

Of Clovers, and of Noon!
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The name — of it —is “Autumn” -
The hue — of it — is Blood —

An Artery — upon the Hill -

A Vein — along the Road —

Great Globules — in the Alleys —
And Oh, the Shower of Stain —
When Winds — upset the Basin —
And spill the Scarlet Rain —

It sprinkles Bonnets — far below —
It gathers ruddy Pools —
Then — eddies like a Rose — away —

Upon Vermilion Wheels —
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These are the days when Birds come back —
A very few — a Bird of two —

To take a backward look.

These are the days when skies resume

The old — old sophistries of June —

A Dblue and gold mistake.

Oh fraud that cannot cheat the Bee —
Almost thy plausibility

Induces my belief,

Till ranks of seeds their witness bear —
And softly thro’ the altered air

Hurries a timid leaf.

Oh Sacrament of summer days,
Oh Last Communion in the Haze —

Permit a child to join.
Thy sacred emblems to partake —

Thy consecrated bread to take

And thine immortal wine!
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The Sky is low — the Clouds are mean.
A Traveling Flake of Snow

Across a Barn or through a Rut

Debates if it will go —

A Narrow Wind complains all Day
How some one treated him
Nature, like Us is sometimes caught

Without her Diadem.
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Blazing in Gold and quenching in Purple
Leaping like Leopard to the Sky

Then at the feet of the old Horizon
Laying her spotted Face to die

Stooping as low as the Otter’s Window
Touching the Roof and tinting the Barn
Kissing her Bonnet to the Meadow

And the Juggler of Day is gone
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Soft as the massacre of Suns

By Evening’s Sabres slain
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my permissions to translate and print the prospectus for “From Ambherst to Cashmere”
as well as to photograph and print my image for the poems in that book. —— Margaret

Taylor, 2004.



