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Abstract : It is well known that an accented vowel segment
is longer in duration than its corresponding unaccented
vowel segment. Whether or not this is systematically true
with Japanese was investigated in this study using wide
band soundspectrograms for analysis. The material are
one- and two-mora nonsense words, framed with a carrier
sentence, and the subiect is a Tokyo dialect speaker.
The effect of accent on segmental duration was not

observed systematically in the two mora word. It was

present only in the one-mora word. Other factors such .

as segmental and moraic characteristics must have worked

on the two-mora word, and they are presumed to be stronger
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and more dominant factors than the accent. The accent
is certainly a relevant factor in duration, but it functions
in durational influence only when dominant factors are
absent or less. Though the data in this study are limited
in number and kind, the accent is considered not to be a
primary factor affecting the segmental duration in Japa-

nese.
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