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The Wonders and Mysteries Latent in The Shawshank Redemption

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of English as an International Language
Satoru TAKAHASHI

Abstract

This paper aims to identify and demystify a series of 16 wonders and mysteries latent in The Shawshank

Redemption. To this end, the author classified them into the following five categories, namely, 1) buildings and

facilities, 2) props and small items, 3) clothing and shoes, 4) words and behavior of the protagonist, and 5) other

issues. Then the author dissected those enigmatic points and found out the reasons or meanings lying behind them.

As a result, some turned out to be logically expounded to a certain extent, whereas others did not. Still, remaining

inexplicable or unfathomable does not undermine the essence of this masterpiece in the least. In fact, as Frank

Darabont, the screenwriter and director of the film, says viewers are freely able to interpret the movie while

overlapping each scene with their own lives. Such an open-minded and subjective way of enjoying this colossal human

drama would be what Darabont expects us to adopt.

Keywords: The Shawshank Redemption, wonders, mysteries, Frank Darabont
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