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On a Private English Language School “Kobe Eigo Gakko”

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of English as an International Language
Takashi SUGIURA

Abstract

The present study investigates when and how “Kobe Eigo Gakko™ was established and abolished, and how it was
connected to the early Young Men's Christian Association in the city of Kobe. Actually, the association started in the
early Meiji era with a view to providing English language education for the citizens in Kobe.

The organization made an English language education society in 1886, and it started successfully with many
applicants and students who want to learn English language. It also organized the learning society for women.

Meanwhile these two societies were overtaken with some entrepreneurs in Kobe and they made these societies
into private schools, an English language school and a women's knitting school. They first seemed to be successful,
however they were not able to collect enough applicants and students to sustain the schools. Soon they were almost
abolished because of allegedly poor education with many students leaving schools.

These schools were inherited by the Christian association again as night schools.

Keywords: Kobe, Meiji era, English Language Education, Young Men's Christian Association
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