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A Study on the Content of Folk Tales in the Japanese Language
Arts Textbooks during Japanese Rule in Manchuria and Korea:
Focusing on Motifs and Elements

Faculty of Childhood Education, Department of Childhood Education
Mami KUROKAWA

Hyogo University of Teacher Education
Masafumi IKEDA

Abstract

In the study of the history of Japanese colonial education in Manchuria and Korea, there have not been enough
comparisons between these two colonies. However, in recent years, especially in the field of Japanese language arts
education research, comparisons have focused on the folk tales in Japanese language arts textbooks.

In this paper, we focus on the folk tales in Japanese language arts textbooks for Japanese and Chinese residents
in Manchuria and Koreans in Korea; we aim to clarify the characteristics of the contents of the textbooks by focusing
on the motifs and elements contained in them.

As a result, the following observations are made:

1) The textbooks for Japanese students in Manchuria were designed to instill into them that Manchuria was their

homeland.

2) The textbooks for Chinese students in Manchuria were initially about the Republic of China, but later it moved

in the direction of assimilation of Japan.

3) The textbooks for Korean students in Korea were designed not only to assimilate them into Japan, but also to

make them aware that Korea is a legitimate territory and therefore, it is different from other colonies.

Keywords: Colonies, Japanese Language Arts Textbooks, Folk Tales, Manchuria, Korea
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