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2726 D) HLEIIKILE FE BT AREAIZEINE
T —7 17 Ny atho 7z

42 RAEME
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Tests Words used in the test

Pre-test |“nuisance”, “dismay”, “profile”, “sphere”,
“theory”, “refloat”, “reassure”, “fetch”,
“smudge”, “conceal”, “intense”,
“provisional”’, “adverse”, “feasible”,
“permanent”

Post-test | “mainstream”, “doom”, “slaughter”,
“preference”, “faith”, “grave”, “compile”,
“stumble”, “gleam”, “aptitude”,
“ceaseless”, “bountiful”, “irate”, and
“refugee”
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1) adverse — “advance”

sphere — “space”, “space”
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1) permanent — “perment”
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profile /ﬁl%%h/
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refloat re- /re/
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fetch
smudge /sumuduge/ “smoothie”
conceal -ceal
/seal/
provisional -sion /sio/
“advance”
adverse “advice”
“addition”
feasible fea- /fea/
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A Survey on Tendency in Decoding Unfamiliar English Words
by Japanese University Students:
A Case of Self-reported Slow Learners of English
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Abstract

his present study is intended to describe the tendency in decoding unfamiliar English words by Japanese university
students who have difficulties in decoding and to develop possible instructions to those students who have similar
problems. Participants are 21 university students (17 valid) who self-reported that they are “not good at English.”
The study follows the following steps: Stepl (Pre-test): Participants are given a list of unfamiliar words and asked to
read aloud. Step 2 (Interview): They are asked to why and how they read aloud the words. Step 3 (Instruction): They
are given an instruction based on the results of steps 1 and 2. Step 4(Post-test) and Step 5(Questionnaire and
Interview) are similar to the steps 1 and 2. The pretest shows that participants of this study use mainly three types
of decoding strategies when they meet unfamiliar words: (1) Following Romaji rules (2) Using/referring learned
words (3) Using/referring similar words. Amongst them, Romaji rules are most frequently used. Based on the
results, participants are given a phonics (“letter to sound “) instruction for two weeks. The post-test does not support
a positive effect of the instruction on the participants’ decoding strategies, but the follow-up interviews explain a
slight change of their attitudes toward decoding unfamiliar words. It is difficult to generalize the results because of
the time limitation of this study, but it is still possible to conclude that there needs to be a certain proper instruction

necessary to each student based on their own difficulties.

Keywords: decoding,reading aloud,learning difficulties,remedial education
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