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Fashion Education seen in Wall Charts owned by Osaka Shoin Women's University:
Based on Wall Charts for Teaching of Costume History

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Beauty and Fashion Studies
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Abstract

This study examined the development of costume history teaching in fashion education at Osaka Shoin Women's
University through the research and analysis of the 80 wall charts for costume history teaching owned by the
university by organizing the basic information on and extracting value elements from them. These wall charts are
handwritten wall charts created on the basis of the research on the customs and manners of the time, with
commentaries provided by Tsutomu Ema, a historian of customs and manners. The contents can be classified into
Western costume history and Japanese costume history. The wall charts embody his stance that it is necessary for
education to adopt highly accurate and appropriate iconographic and historical materials when teaching manners and
customs and to depict the truth without any error. Therefore, it can be judged that they were accurate educational
wall charts in the 1945s, when errors and ambiguities were still found in genre paintings and their commentaries.
They also reflect Ema's achievements that covered a broader range of attire, which had not been attempted previously
in the study of costume history, i.e., covering the customs and manners of various people and various types of clothing
and mentioning even the trivial ones. It can be said that they are visual teaching materials that contributed to the
establishment of teaching methods for costume history. In the process of promoting women's education following the
establishment of the new school system after World War II, it is presumed that they were useful visual teaching
materials for improving the level of women's education at Osaka Shoin Women's University. Through these wall
charts, it can be surmised that "education exposed to genuine articles," which had been emphasized by the university

since its foundation, was put into practice in costume history teaching, as well.

Keywords: wall chart, fashion education, costume history, Osaka Shoin Women's University, Tsutomu Ema






