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On English Language Schools Opened during the End of Edo Period
to Meiji Era in Kobe:
Focused on Private Schools

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of English as an International Language
Takashi SUGIURA

Abstract

The present study investigates when and how English language education started in the city of Kobe. After
concluding the Treaty of Amity and Commerce between the United States and other European countries in 1853,
Japan opened five ports to the foreign countries. First, Hyogo was supposed to be opened, however its crowdedness
made Bakufu, the military government avoid opening the port.

Compared to the crowded city of Hyogo, Kobe was a small deserted village with a few unloading/discharging
facilities and a small dock on the beach.

This desertedness lead Bakufu and the new Meiji government to build Foreign Settlement and Mixed Residential
Area in Kobe.

With the opening of the port, the prefectural officers founded an English education institute in Hyogo with a view
to encourage studying of English for business and trade with foreign countries. However, it was soon abolished and
unified to a foreign language school established in Osaka.

Meanwhile, many missionaries from various sects began working in Kobe. Some of them worked for founding
English teaching schools to women.

The same kind of private schools and other small cram schools were built mainly in Kobe, but many of them were
abolished in the Meiji Era.

This paper clarifies Christian missionaries had an important role in promoting English in Kobe, and that the
difference of natures of people in Hyogo and Kobe affects the degree of the promotion of English education and

woman education in both cities.

Keywords: Kobe, End of Edo Period, Open Port, English Studies, English language education
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