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The Shawshank Redemption as a Career Change Story

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of English as an International Language
Satoru TAKAHASHI

Abstract

Even after over a quarter of a century since its release, the movie titled The Shawshank Redemption has been
inspiring and touching many people around the globe. While some critiques or debates have been done on this film,
little to no interpretation can be found asserting that this masterpiece can be appreciated as a “career change story”
in which the protagonist experiences totally different work environments. The author of this paper meticulously
analyzed it in line with the hitherto existing definition of “career change.” As a result, it was revealed that the film
can be fully regarded as a career change story in which the main character becomes a winner who creates a wide
variety of values for himself and others. He appears to possess and exert all the traits that are necessary for a
successful midlife career change. After all, a prison is merely a metaphor for the harsh reality of society, and he

seems to mirror us, the common people, who struggle to move forward in our daily lives..

Keywords: The Shawshank Redemption, career change story, career change movie, career change
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