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Abstract

"Amabie", which is said to calm the plague, is booming, hoping that the spread of infection due to the new
coronavirus infection (COVID-19) would end. Along with this, the degree of public attention to youkai and phantom
beasts is increasing. From ancient times to the present day, the weird and grotesque, including youkai and phantom
beasts, have been handed down through people's mouths and through the media. In this article, we focus on folklores
and myths, and consider from a psychological and folklore perspective how people faced the weird and grotesque
and tried to build relationships with them. For this purpose, we tried to reconsider the variant as having a new
meaning of the weird and grotesque. We classified different marriages in myths and folklores by different kinds of
marriages and different wives. Then we examined how to confront the weird and grotesque. We argued that it is
important to learn from human-animal marriages now that the inclusion of diversity and the review of relationships

with “nature” are required.

Keywords: Heterogeneous Marriage Stories, the Grotesque, Folklores, Myths, Youkai

—107 -



