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The Long-term Perspective in Childcare: Interviews with Infant Home Staff

Faculty of Childhood Education, Department of Childhood Education
Nahoko OKUI

Abstract

Infant homes provide care for babies and very young children, from the first few days of life to around three years

old. The daily practices in these homes not only comprise daily activities, but are also conducted from a long-term

perspective with the infant’s future in mind. With the recent emphasis on foster care, the discussion of infant home

practices is not necessarily active. Infant homes operate on the basis of the coming separation with the child, and on

the role and importance of professional staff who work closely with these children. Using semi-structured interviews

with staff, this paper clarifies how the staff perceive childcare and how they practice daily care, mindful of the

systemic premise that the child will be sent away in the near future - either to return home or because of a change

of institution. Because of the temporal constraints, their caring and nurturing are carried out with the child’s future

in mind, highlighting the importance of present involvement.

Keywords: infant home, residential care, small-scale unit, narrative
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