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An Exploratory Study on the Preference for Large Eyes:
Individual Traits of the Selectors

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Department of Beauty and Fashion Studies
Soyogu MATSUSHITA

Abstract

In many cultures, including modern Japan, large eyes are considered to be one of the factors that make a
female’s face appear attractive. As a rule, attractive things have conferred certain benefits to humans during
the evolutionary process. However, what kind of meaning large eyes have for humans is still unknown. In
this study, differences in the personal traits of people who prefer either large or small eyes were examined to
understand the meaning of preferring large eyes. Participants (N = 600) chose a more attractive face between
two photos where eye size had been manipulated, and then completed a questionnaire measuring their own
personal traits. The results indicated that males with high agreeableness and/or strong immunity tended to
choose large-eyed females. In addition, females with high activity tended to choose large-eyed males. Eco-

logical and sociological meanings of having large eyes were discussed.

Keywords: Large eyes, face, attractiveness, preference, individual differences
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